U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


October 20, 2016 

MR. MICHAEL BEST 
DEPT MR 25215 
41 1 A HIGHLAND AVENUE 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144-2516 


FOIPA Request No.: 1352433-000 
INTERPOL Tracking No.: 2016-093 
Subject: SEAL, ADLER BERRIMAN 


Dear Mr. Best: 

While processing your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, Interpol Washington located FBI 
information in their records. This material was referred to the FBI for direct response to you. 

Enclosed are copies of the referred material. Deletions have been made pursuant to Title 5, United 
States Code, Section(s) 552 as noted below. See the enclosed form for an explanation of these exemptions. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

r (b)(i) 


r (b)(7)(A) 

r (d)(5) 

r (b)( 2 ) 


r (b)(7)(B) 

r 0 ( 2 ) 

r (b)( 3 ) 


1* (b)(7)(C) 

r (k)d) 



r (b)(7)(D) 

r (k)( 2 ) 



W (b)(7)(E) 

r (k)(3) 



r (b)(7)(F) 

r (k)(4) 

r (b)(4) 


r (b)( 8 ) 

r (k)(5) 

r (b)(5) 


r (b)(9) 

r (k)( 6 ) 

W (b)( 6 ) 



r (k)(7) 

11 pages reviewed and 11 pages being released. 



For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.aov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If 
you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be 
easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foiDaauestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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Subject: » icuaed Document « MF 3 



normal 

08 Sept mter 1998 
08 8«p tofcer 1998 
IP teshlngton 
r»i 

2l5B7SUafG0G2 

English 


tented person - fugitive 

" "WMOT ' , T 


in whether or not 

.8 Stm 

_ in another 

country, unknown at the present time, and to check 
with the 0-8 . Department of State to determine the 
possibility of any current extradition treaty is In 
existence with the felted Stats# to return subject for 
■order charges - 

S te i n A . strut ime I Reference lew Orlea ns elr tei to the 
■isreao bn 10/ll/#«, and teriiu «irt*I tfl fee Orleans 
on 2/24/95. 

Details: the Bureau has previously advised the lew 
Orleans Division I n referenc ed coewor jcstlon that as 
of 7/24/95, subject ! t eas to be released true a 

Colombian prison. NM-Nrow 

approximately one year ago, the Bureau canvassed 
respective field divisions regarding Bureau fugitives 
residing in Coloafci* who would be prosecuted If « 

extradited. At the time of this request, there was _* 
som s indication that the 3.3. Department of Stats, ii\J 
ceajtectlon with the 3.3. Department of hist ice, vir 
at t em p ting to gflffgmpii ah this go si to extradite Bureau 
~ fteltlmsf J h ome wes provided at the tins of 

this telephone request. However, the Bew Orleans 
Division was never apprised regarding the outoosm of 
the efforts of the Attorney General to obtain an 
axis ting extradition treaty with Colombia officials. 

The following information Is being provided to the 
■areas to accomplish the aforementioned request of the 
tern Orleans Division in order that this matter may be 
JttSIMfeL-to a logical conclusion by either prosecuting 
r l jor dismissing the current UFAP warrant. 


V 


UNPMa^ fe> at Of Che Bureau, subject 1 [ Mfe 

I teblo Kscobar-Oavizia, and M/h) Cardona 
SBiarar, all fron Colombia, were indicted by a vaderai 
Brand Jury on 7/22/86, in tbs Kiddle District of 
touletan* dOLAI , Baton Booga, Louisiana. Ml three 
ware members of the K s tellto Cartel who -were 
responsible for smuggling of^-» WW*S 

cocaine into the United States 4 l and nls 

acomgkUcms were charged in the iSi for arranging the 
leader of Mler ferrimea "Barry' Seal/ a government 
witness who was fatally shot outside of a halfway 
bouse lo Baton Rouge on 2/19/86 by members of the 
cartel's assassination squad. 

All three defendants were charged in the indictment 
with conspiracy to violate the Bights of a Cl titan 
(Title 18, USC, Section 281), Causing Interstate 
Travel for contract Murders (Title 18, DSC, Section 
1952 {»♦ > , end conspiracy to Obstruct justice (Title 
IS, U8C, Section 371). 

At the time of the indictment la July 1966, all three 
defendants ware believed to be residing in Colombia. 

Interpol, as well as Colombian provisional 
a ut h or ities, were alerted and provided with 
information regarding each defendant's oatstanding 
warrants on file with the 3.3. District court. MttA, 

Baton 8009a, Louisiana. 

In February 1988, Information was obtained from the 
tf.S. MDessy, Bogota, Colombia, to verify the death of 
dsfendtet Rafael Cardona Salazar go 12/05/8*7. 

Salsssr’s Indictment Was ultimately dismissed 00 
S/28/88. 

in addition, in December 1993, confirmation wes 
obtained regarding tbs death of Pablo Gmilio Escobar 
Mviria in colmbia by provincial police. 


tbs Iona defendant remaining in 
MEMMPXd 

r Asil ifant Knifed States Attorney fWSAH 

LouiVl/»« ■“ 1 


hasten* District of LouixlM, BIW 
'elans, continues to advise that should an 
extradition treaty with tbs country of Colombia aver 
be signed, his office wo uld extradit e the one 
remaining co-oonspi rater J' Bor the contract 

‘ toft MW# 


b7E per FBI 


4/27/2016 
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muter of Adler Berrinaa Sul. 

following background nd descriptive intometlon 
upon totomtioa on fU« with Interpol 
authorities •• of 

1*** ere set forth below: 


Descriptive Beta: 


Halo Subject 


X**t» I 
TlretJ 


[WWlWWW 


*7S 

Mao M/A 

Fether’a itelly Mam: 
Mother** fteily Ramil 


(b)(6), (b)(7)c 


Reoet « 



WOClOTSl 


LEAD CBti 
Set Lewi 1: 

cauuxal investigative 

AT MMRXMGYCM, DC (tNTEAPOL UM3T) 

IhMB 

Will attest to verity subject !^ 
statu* through Interpol authorlTTe?! 

Set Lead 2; 


■rent 


AT MASHJMCTOir. DC flMTEAPdL OMIT) 

Mill contact appropriate official with the Of flea of 
the Attorney Gener*l/E*tr edition DetSil regarding the 
existence of any current e* tradition Tjnnninr or 
treaty between coloabia and the UnltedLfitatanJji an 
effort tto initiate the extradition ofl__ )so the 
State of Xculalaaa to face murder ohezsjll. (hXI],(bH7Kc) 

AKMn» AMD 9MREA0DS S0A3SCT IS MOOCA OF MEDCLLIM 
CARTEL 


b6 per FBI 
b7C 


b7E per FBI 


4/27/2016 





(NW.WP)M 


Priority: Normal 

Date Sent: Mon 11/1/1999 6:43 PM 

Sender: HP Scan jet 

Sender Ref : NONE 

Case Number: 19890806051 

Subj-ec-fc* -C45~= -EBJ-— 


Casa ID*: 245B-7 SOB FOG 2 (Pending) 
Jb)(»),_(bX7 )e ■ ~| a/ k/a 


Title: 



OCDETF MATTER 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

SUBJECT IS A MEMBER OF THE MEDELLIN^ CARTEL 


Ml 


| Synopsis: Interpo l "Dlf fusion r equest to ascertain whether or not, 

1 , 0>K6). (t>X7)c \ p.s incarcerated in a Colombian prison and 

i*»gat Bogoth KgilSSt CO ascertain further status of subjectl Ithrouqh 

the appropriate channels withfifi the Colombian military to rel ease ' as W result 
of police to police cooperation matter. iwip-IMm 

■Administrative: Reference New Orleans airtel to the Bureau 10/11/94 Bureau 
airtel to New Orleans on 01/24/95, Nfly Orleans EC to th e. Bureau 09/0R/9R. an d 

s:.” f 


(bK<0. (b)(7)(c) 


Details : Approximately one year ago, the Bureau canvassed respective field 
divisions regarding Bureau fugitives residing in Colombia who would be 
prosecuted if extradited. At the time of this request, there was some 
ndication the U.S. Department of State, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Department of Jqgti.ce, , wa g attempting to accomplish this goal to extradite 

Bureau fugitive^. I Jname was provided at the time of this telephone 

request. However, the New Orleans Division was never apprised regarding the 
outcome of the efforts of the Attorney General to obtain an existing 
extradition treaty with Colombian officials. 

Orleans Division in order that t his matte r may be brought to a logical 

conclusion by either prosecuting ! b r dismissing the current OFAP 

warrant . (RISC ll)TOc) 


For the information of the Bureau, subject Q 


Escobar-Gavixia, and Rafael Cardona Salazar/ all from * Colombia, were indicted 
Federal Grand Jury on 07/22/86, in the Middle District of Louisiana 
(MDLA) , Baton Rouge, Louisiana. All three were members of the Medellin Cartel 
who were responsible for smuggling multi-ton quantities of cocaine into the 

United States ,| (bX6), <b)(7) c l and his accomplices were charged in the MDLA for 

arranging the murder of Adler Berriman "Barry” Seal, a government witness who 
was fatally shot outside of a halfway house in Baton Rouge on 02/19/86, by 
members of the cartel's assassination squad. 

All three defendants were charged in the indictment with conspiracy to 
violate the Rights of a Citizen (Title 18, USC, Section 241), Causing 


] Pablo 




Interstate Travel for Contract Murders (Title tr rtQr- 

Conspiracy to obstruct Justice (Title li, DSC, Section 37 ^°” (a)> ' and 

ctment was ultimately dismissed on 03/28/88. 

2XT.S& .°2*££S j^SSX-ssi?* ^ 


[ 


(bX 6 ). (bK7)c 


— 3 1S the lone defendant remaining in this case. 

Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA)[ r /hva\ ip 

District of Louisiana New Orl<. an « T 'L_* (b)(7)c Eastern 

SfS his 


(bXHIbKTKc) 


Ifor the 


office would extradite the & remaining oo-JonspSatS 1 
contract murder of Adler Be?riman Seal. con spirator. 

On 10/18/99, contact was made' with SSftl L + , 

Section, WDC, who recommended that bise ction J 6 ^ 10831 Relations 
Interpol to ascertain the present status of th ™*L b 

fact he, along with approximately thirtv other ^ V1 ® W ° f the ,W6) - |hH7 «'> 

ss:*^,s:r'^^“ ttea 1,7 for 

(»Xet0>X7Xcl 

murder of Adler Berriman sb il authorities for the 02/19/86 

by Pablo Escobar, Cardona Salazar and p L ^^-, that the three "hit men" hired 
sentences in the Louisiana State P» ?f Hr ^ are c ^^ly serving life 

Louisiana. h6 ^“"hal'a Service at Baton Rouge, 

(bH«,{bX7Hc) a 

on file wi th'^Interpol'^uthori t i e 3 *" a s of * lnformation based u P on information 
1989 are set forth below: 


Name - 
Last: 

First 
Middle: N/A" 
DDN: N/A 


HWMbHTMc) 


Father's Family Name:] " 
Moth er's Fa mily Name: 

Race: ‘ 1 * 

Sex: 

DOB: 


(bX6), (b)(7)c 


(t*S).(bR7X0 






P MS), (b)(7)(c) 



Ref * 4: 98 -08-06051/| jwnitmw 

NCIC Fingerprint 1 



First 4 
Middle 
DDN: 

Miscellaneous - 
Height 
Weighty 
Hair: 


(t>X6). (b)(7)(c) 


Eyes: 


(bK6). (bX7)c 


(■0(6), (bH7Xc) 


Distinguishing 

Characteristics: Irresponsible, eccentric and emotional 
Set Lead 1: 


b€ per FBI 
b7C 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
AT WASHINGTON, DC (INTERPOL ON.TT) 


Will attempt to verifv subleotl — 

authorities through the issuan ce of a "E ffusion 5 hrou9h Int «rpol 

Colombia . suance of a Diffusion Flash" in the country of 

Set Lead 2: 

BOGOTA 

AT BOGOTA, COLOMBIA 


-Mill dete rmine the status of a previous extradition request relate f 
c onsidering the circumstances that ^ sted to 

(b)(6), (b)( 7 Kc) t aditlon ®ay now be possible on 







a police to police cooperation basis in view of the 
in a 1986 - rd - ^ would bring life 



Inteipol Case File Number 19890806051 
Memo to the File 


om (bX7Xc) 

—On 9/14^0 0 3 , Interpol Wa shington, SSa [ { telephonicallv spoke with FBL New 

f une a rM l P discuss the status of the Interpol Red Notice fori 

,W L_ CbX6UbX7)(c) L 


0>K«).(bK7)(cJ 


(*>K®liO>K7Kc) 


MPMl>X7Xc) 


(b)(6), (b)(7)(c) 


(bXS), (bX7)c 


- 7no/ , M , . of Interpol Red Notice Control No. A-381/10-1989, was Indicted 

on 7J22/1986 by a Federal Grand Jury in the Middle District of Louisiana, for his role in the 
murder of Adler Bemman SEAL, a government witness, who was fatally shot in Baton Rouge 
Louisiana, on 2/19/1 986, by members of the Medellin CartaTaraara onaBofi gpa ^ 


On or about November of 1994, FBI, Ne W Orleans learned thafl (b K 6).(bX7)c hvas 

saving prison tune in Colombia for drag 'fstnbutum activities! - A^e time, die United States 
did not have a bmding extradition treaty wth Colombia, and no further action was taken. 

On 12/17/1997, the US and Coloprliia restored their extradition treaty. 

Iwas arr ested in Colo mbia, as part of joint US and 

— ftXpc fclong with numerous other significant, 

<t>X6).(bH7)c jwas subsequently extradited to the United 

d . r\* 4 * . mm. . . 


On 10/1 3/1 99 9J (bX6). fbX7)c 


--- - 

Colombian operation whi ch netted! 
% « . ... — ^™*“**^ 

M (b) 


— . V^v«mivu TT1U' 

h^ellin Cartd members., mw.mr* Jwas subsequently extradited to the Uni 

Indlctments o«t ofthe Southern District of Florida. Based on the 
12/17/1997, extradiuon agreement (b X 6), (bK7)c [ would not be prosecuted for charges 
brought upon prior to the 12/17/1997, extradition agreement date. 

“ Federal District Court, in the Southern 
Wstactot Florida, to 365 months imprisonment , 5 years supervised release and a $25,000.00 


(bH61.(bH71M 


D uring rece nt contact between FBI, SA| puu xvuooic iran 

JSA | was informed that the 1 986 Indictment against! 

■—* - • * • ' - 


Middle Dis trict of L ouisiana. AUSA 

Qmnnm /i.\^ n. \ I ti 


— , i — ^ tub i7ou muicnneni against] (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

remain outstandjni^d was instructed to maintain, his NCIC wantedrtatus current 


jwill 



of th e above detailed events, SS> 
>uld be cancelled, but infbr 


any action is taken. 


J oined tha t the Red Notice on| | ( bjw. mw 

^>A | | that he would further research before 

MW.IbXW 



lofl 


Priority: Normal 

Date Sent: Tue 9/16/2003 5:50 PM 

bander: Federal LA Justice Federal * , 

Sender Ref: NONE ureau of Investigation 

Case Number: 19890806051 

Subject f fe 

.. 


FBI 
Attn:| 
From 


(t>X6), {DjpHcJ 


(b)(6|,(bK7Xc) 


|l got this letter today -R- keep red notice on _ line 


aawpwa J 


Receipt of vour letter d ated September 2 onn-s . 

-con ceni i .ng L " J mim 3 ia acknowl ^ged 

__F am very famil 


, " iU * r " ith th S jprosecution In Ml»i „ j 

”• of t - — i a. you 

District inyolving U the b * 3 wltJ h =a ln the caa « pending in the Hiddle 

taSL?. e«S*i. ^ 8< * 1 -*■' *• «^= end could 

and the witnesses are available. 1 ' 


At thi3 time 
m the Middle 


District '*• 1 W ° Uld ^ t0 di3mi3S the pending 

District against! It -u f 

the Southern District of Florida Attorney’s Office in 

agree with my opinion. The killing of CLulYff ^ 0 * ^M ouisiana 

™ Wh V 6re ° harged and are nokf deceased 1 was Vcoid b I ~J h t ^ ° ther ~ 'WWM 

Mao x ben lf we sisis^r^ £r id stm be 

ourselves up to negative criticism by both tS public and the press. 

arC 3eriOUS r ° ad for tryingC^^ for 

could be tr ied, “it ColoiTlbian government agreed it 

tried or iff L‘5T j j 

ifW xa release d from jau'and 7* Could tr * th. case, 
other than Colombia, we could seek extradition and try the^ase? 0 ^^ 

-tQ CQnffirl; me at| flcatlon is necessary, please feel free 

fbXSUbK^f 1 . 


Vai-v *-ni1v yours, 

I J WCft (b)(7)(c) 


b7E per FBI 


4/27/2016 





*»V 


08/16/2003 03:16 FAX 




J<&/cU8-j 



IMU. 

Baton Iluitgc, Lottisiitun 

l r ncsiiuUc Cover Shed 



Jujlitln iit Verilns 


I’HKC.l'IUiNCH 

D lininciliele 
O Ur unity r 
■Pllwiiiiic 


t .'1 .ASS I FI CATION 

CD Tiiji Secret 
Q Seed 
. Q ClMifi*leiiliirf 

( QSduiUoc . 

' v P^iwHuisincil 


riilK Traillniillcil. 
Semler's Initials: 
Number of Pegcs: 


ZJteXZ 


Tt. 




(inctmJing cover sheet) 
Dale- 3 


Facsimile Number ' 
Alin 


mi (bX7)c 


ft 


(bX7)c 


I hime 


Tclepliont 


4*1 Mill 


Subject 


(b)(6). W* 




— telSllbM7Xd 

Special lt«<i«||iii|- Insnm.iiuns | 



- K- /i 

JLt+f 

Ori^fiitrsn's Name 

FaesiiiHtc 


mi (b)(7)c ___ Tdepbwio: (b)(6), (b)(7)c 

Unmlitf A 

(bXB), (b)(7)c 


IbicT I >creii|iliuri i»f tinmnnnticalmii I'.acil 


... . warning 

llirinineliou ■llaebsil In ike C««ec sheet is II S Ihtvcrrmieiil Primer ty ir«n» 
mronnatinti. Aiseln.me, tepfmlnelinn. «llnribmi..ri. or use «r*lii» information 
rnmry the o.l,i B , lw nr Ineel Fin UlTiee iniinciliettly to nr,.„,e f w 


& 

rou fre not Hie intcmi^J 1 Vtdpj< 
ion is prohibited 6 

t ilisposiliob. v\\' 


I 

1 


r 



09/16/2003 03:16 FAX 


1002 




U. S. Department of Justice 

£etttni District of Lovtsiana 

V. S. Attorney's Offset 


(K)»,n>x>)w 


Boggs Ftdtrt! RmiUmg 

391 Augaaw snsnsseaur 

AWOi«i«. u Tff/ja 

September 15,2003 


r«4*Mr * <j<w; MUiOM 

Tte < <300 r*W 599)2027 


(bX6X<bX7) c 

special Agent 


Charge 


special Agent in Charge 
■FtderafSureau ofinvestigttion 

Of OA DI...I n 


9100 Bluebonnet Centre 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 


Attn: Special Agentf" 


lt>H6),(t>K7Kc) 




Dear Mr|~ 


Re: United Stap& v£ 

|cbK6|.(b)<7ii e ) ^ 


0*s), IbXfXt) 


mnuwim 


WW.(WHc| 


1?^ 2003 “ ■cknoMtelged co»»nW J!ai ^ 


- ~1 r i33n'»«MA/ u m mlg p 

Lpmp^oneofthe main witnessed ] (bX6), wx I ai you are probably awireT 

* case pending m the Middle District involving the 
r case 13 very- vi *W* and could be tried as the evidence 

1 


pwtfacuturs prepare one of the main witnasscisj^ 
1 J mmld be a witness in the case r 

murder erf Adler B. Seal. The Seal murder case is 
and die witnesses are available. 


. WW.HWIM j 

n*o 10 diSmi ” die pending case in the Middle 

Florida nl-^ 1 1 — d • U ' S :' Attome y’ s Office in the Southern District of 

-- 

«ta, 

ourselves up to negative criticism by both thel public and the press. ^ 

^ { for Urn Seal murder, 

o*«u W tried ***** U C °^ d ** ^ il could * 

j . ..*1 — _Jcscaped and was arrested, we could try the case. Final iv if he is nlawd 

fr«^ul md arrested in a foreign country other than Colombia^ we could seek ^tradition 


WW NPIfc) 


! 






pay It /to 03 03: IS FAX 


VJ Utf 


(bK6), (b)(7)c 

September 15,20)3 
Page 2 



wiHwmw 


information or clarification is necessary, please feel free to contact me at**** 

i(7)W » 


Very truly yours. 


-IkW-Otrae* 



Senior Litigation Counsel 


AUSA 

MDLA 

Cb)(«), (bX7)c 

AUSA 

SDFL 



